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When Stephanie lost her home in 
Richmond, most of her belongings 
went into storage--but money to pay 
for it was running out. Feeding her 
three children (two in grade school, 
one just a baby) came first.  
Stephanie came to St. Callistus SVdP 
conference in San Pablo. Carol Bra-
zil, a Vincentian (a SVdP trained vol-
unteer), quickly had the conference 
pay for a month’s storage. Then she 
took Stephanie shopping for necessi-
ties. Soon Stephanie found a Section 
8 apartment in Walnut Creek; but it 
was far from her children's schools 
and potential employers she knew. 
 

Also, Stephanie’s license had been 
suspended for old traffic tickets she 
couldn't pay. That made it hard to get 
her kids to school and to find a job. 
Stephanie was really trying, Carol 
felt. So the Vincentian made an initial 
payment on the tickets. Carol then 
called the St. John Vianney SVdP 
conference in Walnut Creek,  
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where Vincentians Bill and Sally 
Clarke began helping Stephanie’s 
family. They paid another month’s 
storage rental, got bus tickets, food 
vouchers, later Christmas presents--

and always-appreciated chocolate 
chip cookies! 
 

With that help, Stephanie landed a 
part-time job working evenings and 
weekends.  
 

But Stephanie’s challenges were not 
over, as her car stopped working. 
Soon she was walking several miles 
to drop her children off at school, or 
take a series of buses. The Vincen-
tians helped out again, finding her a 
used car in good condition. 
 

Today Stephanie still has hurdles to 
climb. But thanks to the help of 
some Vincentians and her own hard 
work, she is caring for her family 
and can see a good future ahead.   

 

It is Called Systemic Change  
 - Helping Real People Get 

Back on Their Feet 
As Vincentians, we help other indi-
viduals get back on their feet. Rarely 
is it a straightforward or simple jour-
ney. We recognize that problems as-
sociated with poverty often put peo-
ple into a cycle of continued financial 
stress with little hope for escape. In 
order to make a difference, we be-
lieve it is our responsibility to ad-
dress these problems at their core. 
And we recognize that it usually 
takes time to build a trusting relation-
ship with clients to have an effect on 
“Systemic Change.”  
 

Helping Stephanie work through her 
individual hurdles can help her and 
her children climb out of the cycle of 
poverty. Providing reliable transpor-
tation opened important doors for 
Stephanie. Now she has the ability to 
get to and from work, even find bet-
ter work. She can ensure that her 
children won’t miss class; and that 
can help her children enjoy school 
and motivate them to reach academic 
success that will help them grow into 
successful adults.       
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Volunteer Spotlight: Jane Streich, St. Francis of Assisi 

-less in the Monument corridor area. 
Special holiday programs were devel-
oped and improved over the years, in-
cluding a Thanksgiving distribution of 
a turkey and food for 150 families, a 
Christmas distribution of a turkey and 
food gift card for 100 families, an 
"Adopt-a-Family" program for Christ-
mas gifts for 50 families, a distribution 
of 90 Easter Baskets in the spring, plus 
60 back-packs filled with school sup-
plies in August.   

Why’d you continue volunteering?  

I'm most proud of our "Special Assis-
tance" program.  Over the years we 
have helped hundreds of people in des-
perate situations from rent or utility 
assistance, to getting a family in a mo-
tel for 2 or 3 nights, to arranging donat-
ed furniture deliveries.  We don't have 
a large budget for this program, so I'm 
grateful to my fellow Vincentians at St. 
Agnes, St. Bonaventure, St. John Vian-
ney and the HOPE conference for their 
financial help on some cases. 

What did you find most fulfilling 
about your experience?  

Over the years I have heard hundreds 
of stories from clients with special 
needs—some sad, some unbelievable,  

Jane Streich has served as a Vin-
centian for 21 years. She sat down 
to enlighten us about how she’s con-
tributed to the good work of St. Vin-
cent de Paul. 

How did you first get involved 
with St. Vincent de Paul? 

I have been a Vincentian at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi since 1995 when our 
pastor gave us two vacant rooms in 
the rectory for an office and food 
pantry.  As a retired office adminis-
trator, my experience was put to 
good use in setting up and maintain-
ing policies and procedures, a file 
system, database, etc. We quickly 
became a major food resource for 
low-income families and the home 

some funny! My daughter once urged 
me to keep a journal of the situations 
I've come across at SVdP, -- unfortu-
nately it's something I never had time 
to do!    

However, it certainly has been the 
most fulfilling aspect of my years as a 
Vincentian, and although I am no 
longer going to be president, I will 
continue working with Special Assis-
tance requests as long as I am able.   
 

I have been blessed by God in so 
many ways and I feel an obligation to 
give back by continuing to help those 
in need through St. Vincent de Paul. 

Thank you, Jane for 
your unfading 

passion in helping us 
help others. Jane is 

retiring as 
Conference President 

in Fall 2016.  

Systemic Change Cont’d  

 

 

Each individual faces their own 
unique challenges. SVdP’s Work-
force Development Program (WFD) 
can help make systemic changes in 
the lives of individuals who need 
help. That one-on-one  
focus helps improve our whole socie-
ty. By providing on-the-job training 
and soft skill employment guidance 
to those who face work barriers, 
SVdP helps address the problem at its 
core. We understand that if people 
cannot find work due to the lack of 
experience or related reasons, their 
lives will not improve.   
 

Working one-on-one, WFD helps 
chronically unemployed individuals 
build their confidence levels as they  

 
 

gain the knowledge, skills, and 
experience needed to find sustain-
ing jobs that help them make better 
lives for themselves and their 
loved ones. 
 

This is how SVdP tries to make an 
impact, a difference, in our world. 
It begins with clear understand-
ing  of the core problems each in-
dividual faces, our desire to help 
them address the problems and 
find solutions, and our courage to 
take action. Changing what may 
appear to be a never-ending cycle 
of poverty begins with us working 
with individuals, real people, in an 
atmosphere of compassion and 
trust.  

Upcoming Events 

9/10 Bocce Ball Tournament, (Martinez) 

9/17 Friends of the Poor Walk, 
(Brentwood & San Pablo) 

9/22 District Council Mtg. 6:30PM 

9/24 Friends of the Poor Walk, (Danville 
& Concord)  

Sign up for Bocce: www.svdp-cc.org 

Sign up for FoP Walk: www.fopwalk.org 

For more details, contact 
m.benitez@svdp-cc.org 




