[image: image1.emf]
       ANNUAL COMMITMENT CEREMONY

· Vincentian Promise and Prayer



· Core Value Commitment




· Ozanam Sunday






ANNUAL COMMITMENT CEREMONY
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A VINCENTIAN PROMISE AND PRAYER

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

Spiritual Advisor:
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to be with us as we once again renew 

our Vincentian Commitment to the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul.

All:


Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.




And strength us by Your Love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Send forth your spirit and new life will be created

All:


And the whole face of the earth will be renewed.

Spiritual Advisor:
In response to the call of Christ who invites you to follow him, 

do you promise to be a  witness to his boundless  love for the poor, the lonely, the suffering and deprived, those without faith and those who feel unloved?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to grow in holiness of life and to share in a longing for spiritual growth and enrichment.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you firmly resolve to treasure the warm friendship and unity which was from the beginning a hallmark of our Society?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to grow in humility and simplicity so that true friendship may grow in my heart.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to seek and find the forgotten, the suffering or the deprived so that you can bring them your love.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to be sensitive to their vulnerability, to respect and not to judge or blame them.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to be generous with your time, your possessions and yourself in your mission of charity.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to always serve in justice and charity so that I can be an advocate and a voice for the poor.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to persevere in regarding your home visits as a sacred trust?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to be more aware of the blessings I receive from those I visit.

Spiritual Advisor:
Let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of our Society,  as we say,

All:


Hail Mary, full of grace…(continue)

Spiritual Advisor:
Let us ask for the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam to fill our hearts as we pray to the Father in the words Jesus gave us,

All:

Our Father…(continue)

Spiritual Advisor:


Let us pray together:



Lord Jesus, you who willed to become poor, 

give us eyes and a heart directed toward the poor.

Help us to recognize you in them—in their hunger

and thirst,  their loneliness and suffering.

Enkindle within us the fire of love that burned in

the hearts of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, so that we

will live our mission and core values with integrity.

Grant us the grace to be faithful to the Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul, so that we will grow in spirituality, 

friendship and service to our suffering brothers and sisters 




Amen

(Conclude with an appropriate song)

CORE VALUE COMMITMENT SERVICE
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Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen

Leader:
Spirit of the living God,

All:

Come and breathe your life anew.

Leader:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:

Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Leader:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (Rule 1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

     to circle the world.”

And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of
St.Vincent de Paul: 


All:
As Vincentians we are:


A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values,


growing in holiness and building a more just world


through personal relationships with and service to people in need.

Reading from Scripture: (Matthew 28: 16-20)

The disciples made their way to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus summoned them. Jesus came forward and addressed them in these words:

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations…Teach them to carry out everything I have commanded you.  And know that I am with you always, until the end of time.”  After, speaking to them, the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven.

Reflection:

As Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples must have looked up and watched until even the tiniest dot in the sky had disappeared and then they could only wonder, “what now?”   How can we teach, minister and carry on without him?  As they wondered, looking at each other, they began to remember and to tell stories…

Disciple I:

I remember when Jesus told us the story about the “man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho who fell prey to robbers.  They stripped him, beat him, and went off half-dead.  The priest and the Levite saw him but went on.  It was a Samaritan who was moved to pity, and he dressed his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and then he took him to an inn where he cared for him.  He even gave the innkeeper two silver pieces telling him that if there was any further expense he would repay him on his way back.  Then when Jesus asked, who was neighbor to the man, they answered “The one who treated him with compassion.”  Jesus than said, “Then go and do the same.” (Luke 10: 30-37)

All:   
Lord, help us to grow in HOLINESS OF LIFE, as we strive

to bring compassion to our suffering neighbors, give us the grace 

to be faithful to prayer, to our own conversion and  to renewal.

Disciple II:

I remember when Jesus told us, how through our service of the poor, at the last judgment we will hear the words, “ Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  For I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me…For whatever you did for these least brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  This is the reason for all of our service and advocacy for the poor. (Matthew 25: 34-40)

All:
Lord, give us the grace to walk in your footsteps and to bring to each one dignity and respect in our SERVICE OF THE POOR, for we know that by serving all who come to us, we serve you.

Disciple III:

I remember how one day, “we had been in the boat all day when a large crowd came around us-crushing us back near the sea.  Jesus cured as many as he could.  I remember his look as he turned, and said unexpectedly, ‘Who touched me?’  How could we see with that crowd?  But there was a tiny woman trembling, begging.  The look that Jesus gave her was one of such love, such respect, there was such humility in his eyes as he cured her.”  (Mark 5:1)

All:
Lord, we want to imitate your HUMILITY in the way you brought healing by looking beyond the crowd and the busyness, to see the person. Please give us the grace first to know and accept our own



poverty of spirit.

Disciple IV:

There was a time I remember when we were questioned by Jesus as to what people were saying about him.  Some told him they thought he was John the Baptist, some Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.  But then Jesus looked at me directly and asked, “Who do you say that I am?” I had to answer in simplicity, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” My simplicity was rewarded when Jesus said “I was the rock of his Church.” (Mt. 16:14)

All:
Lord, give us the grace to speak, act and conduct our daily activities in integrity and SIMPLICITY, and may we always trust in Divine Providence knowing that when we do your work you will always provide all that we need.

Disciple V:

“Remember the man born blind?  I do, and I remember where each of us was standing as the poor man was brought to Jesus and begged him to touch him.  Although we had been traveling and were tired, Jesus understood his mission.  He had the charity to listen, to pray and to act.  So Jesus laid his hands on his eyes and the man’s sight was restored.  Jesus knew that his mission demanded kindness and love.” (Mark 8:22-26)

All:
Lord, fill our hearts with justice and CHARITY, for love is our first gift to the poor. Give us the grace to stand in solidarity with them, knowing that they appreciate our kindness and love more than all else we bring to them.

Disciple VI:

“I remember that night when we ate supper and Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you, live on in my love.  This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater love that this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  I no longer speak of you as servants…instead I call you friends.  It was not you who chose me, it was I who chose you to go forth and bear fruit.” (John 15: 9-17)


All:
Lord, fill us with dedication that is rooted in FRIENDSHIP, 

so that in our Community of Faith we will bring to each other

and to the poor: comfort in tiredness, courage in discouragement,

hope in hopelessness, and joy in sadness. 

Leader:

In the Providence of God, today is a special coming together as members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Each historical period makes its demands upon the human community.  In our times, the people of God repeatedly addressed the challenge of living the Gospel.  Likewise, all of us are called to use our gifts and talents for the good of all. And so I ask you:

Do you promise to fulfill the responsibilities demanded by the Mission of  the Society of St. Vincent de Paul ?



All:
We do. 

Do you promise to live the Core Values of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?


All:
We do.

Do you promise to remain faithful to spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Bl Frederic Ozanam?


All:
We do.

Do you promise to be faithful to your call to renew the Society today and beyond?

All:
We do, trusting in God’s grace and with the help of all our members.

Leader:

As the Father sent Jesus to bring the Good News to the poor- he now sends us- that is our mission, and that is our responsibility.  And so as disciples I commission you to go forth filled with joy. We know what we are called to do. In the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we must go into the whole world, to proclaim the good news to all, especially the poor and vulnerable, knowing that the Lord is with us always, even until the end of time.   Amen
OZANAM SUNDAY


ANNUAL COMMITMENT CEREMONY

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:

Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (Rule 1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

   to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values,




growing in holiness and building a more just world

through personal relationships with and service to 
people in need.

President:
In our Rule and Mission Statement we find that we are inspired by Gospel values to be of service to the needy and the poor, that we grow spiritually by this service, and that we are united to all Vincentians throughout the world as we embrace works of justice and charity.

Once a year, we should take time to reflect on what we are about and to commit ourselves once again to faithfulness in carrying out our mission as Vincentians.  At the Easter Vigil we renewed our baptismal vows.  Through baptism we became disciples of Jesus, committed to spread his Word and his Light to all.  

This commitment we make today is very much connected with those vows.  Our work in the Society is one of the ways we give expression to our baptismal call to bring the love of Christ to others and to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to those who are poor and suffering.  Let us ask our Gracious God to keep our hearts on fire with enthusiasm, our spirits determined with perseverance and our bodies strengthened with energy to do God’s will in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you commit yourself to spiritual growth, so that you may bear witness to the love of God and to see the face of Christ in the faces of those you serve?

ALL:
I Do.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you commit yourself to promote a community of faith and friendship among all members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

ALL:
I Do.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you commit yourself to give service to the poor in a spirit of justice and charity?

ALL:
I Do.

Spiritual Advisor:
BLESSING (Sprinkling with Holy Water)


May the flame of God’s love light your way and lead you to grow in Vincentian spirituality and holiness.

ALL:
Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
May the passionate fire of God’s love increase your friendship with each other, healing divisions and conflicts.

All:
Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
May the Spirit strengthen you in the ways of justice and charity, and may you bring hope and healing into the hearts of all those who are poor and suffering.

All:
Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
May your hands and hearts be nourished for the work that lies ahead, that you may be compassionate to human need, tender and strong in your care and faithful to the commitment of service you renew today.

All:
Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Let us pray:


(Alternate sides)

· Saint Vincent de Paul, apostle of the charity of Christ, give us the grace of loving God through the work of our hands and the sweat of our brow.  Help us to abandon ourselves to God’s Providence, faithfully discovering God’s action in all the events of our lives.

· Blessed Frederic Ozanam, sustain in us our desire to discern and accomplish the will of God.  Obtain for us a tender heart filled with compassion for the distress and suffering of others, especially the most helpless in this world.

(Together)

· Holy Spirit, accompany us in our service towards humankind and intercede for us before the Son of God so that in our work, our families, our neighborhoods, our parishes and our communities, we become impassioned by their Gospel of love. Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)

COMMISSIONING CEREMONIES

Presidents:

· Conference






· District Council






· (Arch)Diocesan Council




· National Vice President-Region 


    

Officers:

· Conference






· District Council





· (Arch)Diocesan Council




· Regional Officers





 Member:

· New Conference Member




Other:

· Executive Director





· Spiritual Director






COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of a Conference President

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:


Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

   to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends,







inspired by Gospel values,







growing in holiness








and building a more just world






through personal relationships with





and service to people in need.

Spiritual Advisor:
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is made up of Conferences as its primary basic unit.  The Rule teaches us that: “The members meet as brothers and sisters with Christ in the midst of them, in Conferences that are genuine communities of faith and love, of prayer and action. Spiritual bonds and friendship between members are essential, as is the common mission to help the poor and marginalized.  The entire Society is a true and unique worldwide Community of Vincentian Friends.”

(Rule 3.3)

In the spirit of Jesus, the Servant leader, the office of President is a responsibility, not an honor.  It is one of service and the President is the first among equals.  The Rule calls the President to “provide an encouraging atmosphere in which the talents, capacities and spiritual charism of the members are identified, developed and put to the service of the poor and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The President of the Conference will have special responsibility for promoting Vincentian spirituality.” (Rule 3.11)

And so we gather together to pray for and to commission    (Name)__, as the new President for the     (Name)     Conference.

Reading:
Gospel according to John (13:12-17) read by the Retiring President:

“After he had washed their feet, Jesus put his cloak back on and reclined at table once more. He said to them: “Do you understand what I just did for you?  You address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’  and fittingly enough, for that is what I am.  But if I washed your feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash each other’s feet.  What I just did was to give you an example: as I have done, so you must do. I solemnly assure you, no slave is greater than his master; no messenger outranks the one who sent him. Once you know all these things, blest will you be if you put them into practice.”

Spiritual Advisor:
First, let us thank our outgoing President_   (Name )    , for his generosity in fulfilling his duties and his faithful years of service as President of __(Name)_____Conference.  

Now, my dear brothers and sisters, let us ask God our Father to look lovingly upon __(Name)___, who has been called to serve as our new Conference President.

(The outgoing President then hands the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to the new President)

Outgoing President: 

Receive this Manual and Rule of the Society as the sign of your 

leadership and responsibility.  May the Holy Spirit grant you a receptive mind and a loving heart so that you will come to know deeply the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and may you hand this Manual and Rule to your successor after a fruitful and successful Presidency.

Spiritual Advisor:


May the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, continue to guard and guide your steps as you lead the Society.  And so I now ask you:

Do you      (Name )   , promise to carry out your duties with diligence and creativity, serving the Conference and those in need for the greater glory of God?

New President:
I do, and I pray for the strength and wisdom to faithfully serve the members and those they visit.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to seek consensus and not to insist on your own opinion, to see every member as a friend, to recognize their talents, to encourage each one and to develop harmony and respect between members and to always “deepen the Vincentian spirit of friendship”?

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be of one mind and one heart, so that our Conference may be a sign of the presence and love of Christ in our community.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to help all members “seek and to find the forgotten, the suffering or the deprived so that they may bring them the love of Jesus?”

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be filled with the grace to serve those who are suffering in “charity and justice.” 

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to adhere loyally to the spirit of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as reflected in the Manual and Rule and to promote a deeper Vincentian spirituality amongst all the members?

New President:
I do, and I pray for the grace to be generous with my time, my possessions and myself in this mission of charity.

Spiritual Advisor:
      (Name)      , you have accepted a serious responsibility as President of _____(Name)________Conference.  I ask all of us here present to share in that responsibility by our prayers and support.  For this let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patroness of our Society, as we say together:

All:
Hail Mary…

Spiritual Advisor:

Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning

Let us now raise our hands in blessing as we pray together:

All:
May God’s grace and blessing be with you ___(Name)______as we commission you as the President of the _______(Name)______ Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Let the wisdom of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, guard and guide you as you undertake your office. 

Allow yourself to be led by the Lord.  He will direct all things through you. Trust him and following his example, always act humbly, gently and in good faith, and you will see everything go well.  Your responsibilities, which are many, will continue to grow but believe and trust that he will not leave a heavy burden on your back without sustaining you.  He will be your strength as well as your reward for the extraordinary services you render to the Society and to the poor.

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)

  (Symbol: The Manual and Rule is to be given to the new President)

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of a District Council President

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:

Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 
“To establish a network of charity and social justice to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends,







inspired by Gospel values,







growing in holiness








and building a more just world






through personal relationships with





and service to people in need.

Spiritual Advisor:


The Rule teaches us that: “The Councils of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul exist to serve all the Conferences they coordinate.  They are called to help the Conferences develop their spiritual life, to intensify their service and to diversify their activities so that they may always be responsive to the needs of those who suffer.  

Councils are particularly called to: create new Conferences, to help existing Conferences to expand, to promote Special Works, to prepare training courses and encourage Vincentians to attend them, to foster interest in cooperation with the Vincentian Family, to promote cooperation with other organizations and Institutions, to develop friendship between members in the same area, to provide communication to and from Conferences and higher Councils.  In summary, to promote the sense of belonging to a Society which encircles the world.” (Rule 3.6)

In the spirit of Jesus, the Servant leader, the office of President is a responsibility, not an honor.  It is one of service and the President is the first among equals.  The Rule calls the President to “provide an encouraging atmosphere in which the talents, capacities and spiritual charism of the members are identified, developed and put to the service of the poor and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The President of the District Council will have special responsibility for promoting Vincentian spirituality.” (Rule 3.11)

And so we gather together to pray for and to commission    (Name)__,   the new President for the District Council of      (Name)     .

Reading:
Gospel according to John (13:12-17) read by the Retiring President:

“After he had washed their feet, Jesus put his cloak back on and reclined at table once more. He said to them: “Do you understand what I just did for you?  You address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’  and fittingly enough, for that is what I am.  But if I washed your feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash each other’s feet.  What I just did was to give you an example: as I have done, so you must do. I solemnly assure you, no slave is greater than his master; no messenger outranks the one who sent him. Once you know all these things, blest will you be if you put them into practice.”

Spiritual Advisor:
First, let us thank our outgoing President_   (Name )    , for his generosity in fulfilling his duties and his faithful years of service as President of __(Name)_____ District Council.  

Now, my dear brothers and sisters, let us ask God our Father to look lovingly upon __(Name)___, who has been called to serve as our new District Council President.


(The outgoing President then hands the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to the new President)

Outgoing President: 

Receive this Manual and Rule of the Society as the sign of your 

leadership and responsibility.  May the Holy Spirit grant you a receptive mind and heart to come to know the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Bl. Frederic Ozanam, and may you hand this Manual and Rule to your successor after a fruitful and successful Presidency.

Spiritual Advisor:    
May the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, continue to guard and guide your steps as you lead the Society.  And so I now ask you:

Do you      (Name )   , promise to carry out your duties with diligence and creativity, serving the District Council and those in need for the greater glory of God?

New President:
I do, and I pray for the strength and wisdom to faithfully serve the members and those they visit.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to seek consensus and not to insist on your own opinion, to see every member as a friend, to recognize their talents, to encourage each one and to develop harmony and respect between members  and to always “deepen the Vincentian spirit of friendship”?

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be of one mind and one heart, so that all of our Conferences may be a sign of the presence and love of Christ in our community.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to help all members “seek and to find the forgotten, the suffering or the deprived so that they may bring them the love of Jesus?”

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be filled with the grace to serve those who are suffering in “charity and justice.” 

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to adhere loyally to the spirit of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as reflected in the Rule and to promote a deeper Vincentian spirituality amongst all the members?

New President:
I do, and I pray that I will be generous with my time, my possessions and myself in this mission of charity.

Leader:
      (Name)      , you have accepted a serious responsibility as the District Council President.  I ask all of us here present to share in that responsibility by our prayers and support.  For this let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patroness of our Society, as we say together:

All:

Hail Mary…

Spiritual Advisor:

Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning

Let us now raise our hands in blessing as we pray together:

All:
May God’s grace and blessing be with you ___(Name)______as we commission you as the President of the _______(Name)____
District Council of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Let the wisdom of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, guard and guide you as you undertake your office. 

Allow yourself to be led by the Lord.  He will direct all things through you. Trust him and following his example, always act humbly, gently and in good faith, and you will see everything go well.  Your responsibilities, which are many, will continue to grow but believe and trust that he will not leave a heavy burden on your back without sustaining you.  He will be your strength as well as your reward for the extraordinary services you render to the Society and to the poor.

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of an (Arch) Diocesan Council President

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:


Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

   to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends,







inspired by Gospel values,







growing in holiness








and building a more just world






through personal relationships with





and service to people in need.

Spiritual Advisor:


The Rule teaches us that: “The Councils of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul exist to serve all the Conferences they coordinate.  They are called to help the Conferences develop their spiritual life, to intensify their service and to diversify their activities so that they may always be responsive to the needs of those who suffer.  

Councils are particularly called to: create new Conferences, to help existing Conferences to expand, to promote Special Works, to prepare training courses and encourage Vincentians to attend them, to foster interest in cooperation with the Vincentian Family, to promote cooperation with other organizations and Institutions, to develop friendship between members in the same area, to provide communication to and from Conferences and higher Councils.  In summary, to promote the sense of belonging to a Society which encircles the world.” (Rule 3.6)

In the spirit of Jesus, the Servant leader, the office of President is a responsibility, not an honor.  It is one of service and the President is the first among equals.  The Rule calls the President to “provide an encouraging atmosphere in which the talents, capacities and spiritual charism of the members are identified, developed and put to the service of the poor and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The President of the (Arch)Diocesan Council will have special responsibility for promoting Vincentian spirituality.” (Rule 3.11)

And so we gather together to pray for and to commission    (Name)__,   as the new President for the (Arch)Diocesan Council of      (Name)     .

Reading:
Gospel according to John (13:12-17) read by the Retiring President:

“After he had washed their feet, Jesus put his cloak back on and reclined at table once more. He said to them: “Do you understand what I just did for you?  You address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and fittingly enough, for that is what I am.  But if I washed your feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash each other’s feet.  What I just did was to give you an example: as I have done, so you must do. I solemnly assure you, no slave is greater than his master; no messenger outranks the one who sent him. Once you know all these things, blest will you be if you put them into practice.”

Spiritual Advisor:
First, let us thank our outgoing President_   (Name )    , for his generosity in fulfilling his duties and his faithful years of service as President of __(Name)_____ (Arch)Diocesan Council.  

Now, my dear brothers and sisters, let us ask God our Father to look lovingly upon __(Name)___, who has been called to serve as our new (Arch)Diocesan Council President.


(The outgoing President then hands the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to the new President)

Outgoing President: 

Receive this Manual and Rule of the Society as the sign of your 

leadership and responsibility.  May the Holy Spirit grant you a receptive mind and heart to come to know the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Bl. Frederic Ozanam, and may you hand this Manual and Rule to your successor after a fruitful and successful Presidency.

Spiritual Advisor:    
May the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, continue to guard and guide your steps as you lead the Society.  And so I now ask you:

Do you      (Name )   , promise to carry out your duties with diligence and creativity, serving the (Arch)Diocesan Council and those in need for the greater glory of God?

New President:
I do, and I pray for the strength and wisdom to faithfully serve the members and those they visit.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to seek consensus and not to insist on your own opinion, to see every member as a friend, to recognize their talents, to encourage each one and to develop harmony and respect between members and to always “deepen the Vincentian spirit of friendship”?

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be of one mind and one heart, so that all of our Conferences may be a sign of the presence and love of Christ in our community.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to help all members “seek and to find the forgotten, the suffering or the deprived so that they may bring them the love of Jesus?”

New President:
I do, and I pray that we will be filled with the grace to serve those who are suffering in “charity and justice.” 

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to adhere loyally to the spirit of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as reflected in the Rule and to promote a deeper Vincentian spirituality amongst all the members?

New President:
I do, and I pray that I will be generous with my time, my possessions and myself in this mission of charity.

Leader:
      (Name)      , you have accepted a serious responsibility as the (Arch)Diocesan Council President.  I ask all of us here present to share in that responsibility by our prayers and support.  For this let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patroness of our Society, as we say together:

All:

Hail Mary…

Spiritual Advisor:

Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning

Let us now raise our hands in blessing as we pray together:

All:
May God’s grace and blessing be with you ___(Name)______as we commission you as the President of the _______(Name)______  (Arch)Diocese of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Let the wisdom of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, guard and guide you as you undertake your office. 

Allow yourself to be led by the Lord.  He will direct all things through you. Trust him and following his example, always act humbly, gently and in good faith, and you will see everything go well.  Your responsibilities, which are many, will continue to grow but believe and trust that he will not leave a heavy burden on your back without sustaining you.  He will be your strength as well as your reward for the extraordinary services you render to the Society and to the poor.

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of a National Vice President-Region

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:


Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

   to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends,




inspired by Gospel values,




growing in holiness




and building a more just world




through personal relationships with




and service to people in need.

Spiritual Advisor:


The Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (2.2) teaches us that: “ Vincentians are called to journey together towards holiness, because true holiness is perfect union with Christ and the perfection of love, which is central to their vocation and the source of its fruitfulness.  They aspire to burn with the love of God as revealed by Christ and to deepen their own faith and fidelity.  Vincentians are aware of their own brokenness and need for God’s grace.  They seek His glory, not their own.  Their ideal is to help relieve suffering for love alone, without thinking of any reward or advantage for themselves.

Vincentians draw nearer to Christ, by serving Him in the poor and one another.  They grow more perfect in love by expressing compassionate and tender love to the poor and one another.”

And so, in the spirit of Jesus, the Servant leader, the office of the Regional Chair is a responsibility, not an honor.  It is one of service, and the Rule calls the Regional Chair to “provide an encouraging atmosphere in which the talents, capacities and spiritual charism of the members are identified, developed and put to the service of the poor and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The Regional Chair will have special responsibility for promoting Vincentian spirituality.” (Rule 3.11)

And so we gather together to pray for and to commission    (Name)__, as the new National President  of      (Region)     .

Reading:
Gospel according to John (13:12-17) read by the Retiring Regional Chair:

“After he had washed their feet, Jesus put his cloak back on and reclined at table once more. He said to them: “Do you understand what I just did for you?  You address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and fittingly enough, for that is what I am.  

But if I washed your feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash each other’s feet.  What I just did was to give you an example: as I have done, so you must do. I solemnly assure you, no slave is greater than his master; no messenger outranks the one who sent him. Once you know all these things, blest will you be if you put them into practice.”

Spiritual Advisor:
First, let us thank our outgoing Regional_   (Name )    , for his generosity in fulfilling his duties and his faithful years of service to the __(Name)_____Region.  


(Present the outgoing Regional Chair with a Medallion in thanksgiving for service.)

Now, my dear brothers and sisters, let us ask God our Father to look lovingly upon __(Name)___, who has been called to serve as our new Regional Chair.


(The outgoing President then hands the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to the new President)

Outgoing Chair: 

Receive this Manual and Rule of the Society as the sign of your 

leadership and responsibility.  May the Holy Spirit grant you a receptive mind and heart to come to know the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Bl. Frederic Ozanam, and may you hand this Manual and Rule to your successor after a fruitful and successful Presidency.

Spiritual Advisor:    
May the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, continue to guard and guide your steps as you lead the Society.  And so I now ask you:

Do you      (Name )   , promise to carry out your duties with diligence and creativity, serving the Region for the greater glory of God?

New Chair:
I do, and I pray for the strength and wisdom to faithfully serve the members and those they visit.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to seek consensus and not to insist on your own opinion, to see every member as a friend, to recognize their talents, to encourage each one and to develop harmony and respect between members  and to always “deepen the Vincentian spirit of friendship”?

New Chair:
I do, and I pray that we will be of one mind and one heart, so that all of our Conferences may be a sign of the presence and love of Christ in our community.

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to help all members “seek and to find the forgotten, the suffering or the deprived so that they may bring them the love of Jesus?”

New Chair:
I do, and I pray that we will be filled with the grace to serve those who are suffering in “charity and justice.” 

Spiritual Advisor:
Do you promise to adhere loyally to the spirit of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as reflected in the Rule and to promote a deeper Vincentian spirituality amongst all the members?

New Chair:
I do, and I pray that I will be generous with my time, my possessions and myself in this mission of charity.

Leader:
      (Name)      , you have accepted a serious responsibility as Regional Chair.  I ask all of us here present to share in that responsibility by our prayers and support.  For this let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patroness of our Society, as we say together:

All:

Hail Mary…

Spiritual Advisor:

Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning

Let us now raise our hands in blessing as we pray together:

All:
May God’s grace and blessing be with you ___(Name)____

as we commission you as the Regional Chair of the ___(Name)______  Region of  the  Society St. Vincent de Paul.  Let the wisdom of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, guard and guide you as you undertake your office. 

Allow yourself to be led by the Lord.  He will direct all things through you. Trust him and following his example, always act humbly, gently and in good faith, and you will see everything go well.  Your responsibilities, which are many, will continue to grow but believe and trust that he will not leave a heavy burden on your back without sustaining you.  He will be your strength as well as your reward for the extraordinary services you render to the Society and to the poor.

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of Conference Officers

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:
Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.

All:

And strength us by Your Love.

President:
As we gather together to install our new officers, let us pray the words from the first Chapter of our Rule, asking for the grace to live them faithfully and with integrity:

(Alternate sides)

· We are called to live our Vincentian Vocation which is

to follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating love. We show our commitment through person-to-person contact. As Vincentians we serve in hope. (Rule 1.2)

· We are called to give any form of personal help because

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society.”  It includes any form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation and promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their dimensions. (Rule 1.3)

· We are called to serve anyone in need because the Society serves those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender, or political opinions. (Rule 1.4)

· We are called to seek out the poor because as Vincentians  we strive to seek out and find those in need and the forgotten, the victims of exclusion or adversity. (Rule 1.5)

(Together)

· We are called to always adapt to a changing world. Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.  We seek to be ever aware of the changes that occur in human society and the new types of poverty that may be identified or anticipated.  We give priority to the poorest of the poor and to those who are most rejected by society. (Rule 1.6)   Amen

President:
First, let us thank our outgoing Officers:_   (Name )    , Vice-President; _____(Name)____, Secretary; and _____(Name)____, Treasurer for their generosity in fulfilling their duties and their faithful years of service in our Conference.


I would like to invite the following people of faith, who have been 

chosen by their brother and sister Vincentians for leadership in the 
______(Name)______Conference, to come forward:




______(Name)____, Vice- President




______(Name)____, Secretary




______(Name)____, Treasurer

President:
As a servant leader, do you ______(Name)____, as Vice- President,  firmly resolve to perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s temporary absence, to accept all other duties as the President or Conference may assign, and to attend the Conference meetings?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

President:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Secretary, promise to attend the Conference meetings ensuring that all records are kept of Aggregation, formal documents, meeting attendance, that the annual report records are maintained, that all votes are recorded, minutes kept of all proceedings, and to give notice of all meetings of the Conference. 

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

Leader:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Treasurer, promise to be responsible for the Conference funds, securities, maintenance of full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in official records belonging to the Conference, the deposit of all monies and other valuable effects, to attend meetings of the Conference informing members of the Conference’s financial position by submitting a written statement at every meeting, to prepare a budget for the Conference that is approved annually, and to assure the disbursement of funds as may be ordered by the Conference.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

             (Previous Officer hands the SVDP Vigil candle/Medal to the new Officer)

President:
May the Holy Spirit enlighten you as you carry out your responsibilities.  Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us now ask for God’s blessing on our new officers as we say,

All:

Hail Mary, full of grace…

President:
Let us now extend our hand in blessing over our new Conference Officers, as we pray together: 

All:
In the spirit of Jesus, as a servant leader, and in the name of our Patron, St. Vincent de Paul and our Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we commission you as the Officers of the ____(Name)___ Conference.

We ask for the grace that together we may:

· grow in Vincentian spirituality,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

New Officers: 

St. Vincent de Paul, apostle of the charity of Christ, give us the grace of loving God through the work of our hands and the sweat of our brow.  Help us to abandon ourselves to God’s Providence, and to faithfully discover God’s action in all the events of our lives.  

Sustain us in our desire to discern and accomplish the will of God. Obtain for us a tender heart filled with compassion for the distress and sufferings of others, especially the most helpless in this world.  

Accompany us in our service towards humankind and intercede for us before the Son of God so that in our work, our families, our neighborhoods, our parishes and our communities, we become impassioned by his Gospel of love. Amen

Closing Song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of District Council Officers

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:
Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.

All:

And strength us by Your Love.

President:
As we gather together to install our new officers, let us pray the words from the first Chapter of our Rule, asking for the grace to live them faithfully and with integrity:

(Alternate sides)

· We are called to live our Vincentian Vocation which is

to follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating love. We show our commitment through person-to-person contact. As Vincentians we serve in hope. (Rule 1.2)

· We are called to give any form of personal help because

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society.”  It includes any form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation and promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their dimensions. (Rule 1.3)

· We are called to serve anyone in need because the Society serves those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender, or political opinions. (Rule 1.4)

· We are called to seek out the poor because as Vincentians  we strive to seek out and find those in need and the forgotten, the victims of exclusion or adversity. (Rule 1.5)

(Together)

· We are called to always adapt to a changing world. Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.  We seek to be ever aware of the changes that occur in human society and the new types of poverty that may be identified or anticipated.  We give priority to the poorest of the poor and to those who are most rejected by society. (Rule 1.6)   Amen

President:
First, let us thank our outgoing Officers:_   (Name )    , Vice-President; _____(Name)____, Secretary; and _____(Name)____, Treasurer for their generosity in fulfilling their duties and their faithful years of service in our District Council.


I would like to invite the following people of faith, who have been 

chosen by their brother and sister Vincentians for leadership in the 
______(Name)_____ District Council to come forward:




______(Name)____, Vice- President




______(Name)____, Secretary




______(Name)____, Treasurer

President:
As a servant leader, do you ______(Name)____, as Vice- President,  firmly resolve to perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s temporary absence, to accept all other duties as the President may assign, and to attend the District Council meetings?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

President:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____,  as Secretary, promise to attend the District Council meetings ensuring that all records, formal documents, meeting attendance are kept; that the annual report records are maintained, that all votes are recorded, minutes kept of all proceedings, and to give notice of all meetings of the District Council.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

Leader:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Treasurer, promise to be responsible for the District Council funds, securities, maintenance of full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in official records belonging to the Council, the deposit of all monies and other valuable effects, to attend meetings of the Council informing members of the Council’s financial position by submitting a written statement at every meeting, to prepare a budget for the Council that is approved annually, and to assure the disbursement of funds as may be ordered by the Council.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

                (Previous Officer hands the SVDP Vigil candle/ Medal  to the new Officer)

President:
May the Holy Spirit enlighten you as you carry out your responsibilities. Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us now ask for God’s blessing on our new officers as we say,

All:

Hail Mary, full of grace…

President:
Let us now extend our hand in blessing over our new Conference Officers, as we pray together:

All:
In the spirit of Jesus, as a servant leader, and in the name of our Patron, St. Vincent de Paul and our Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we commission you as the Officers of the ____(Name)___ District Council.

We ask for the grace that together we may:

· grow in Vincentian spirituality,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

New Officers: 

St. Vincent de Paul, apostle of the charity of Christ, give us the grace of loving God through the work of our hands and the sweat of our brow.  Help us to abandon ourselves to God’s Providence, and to faithfully discover God’s action in all the events of our lives.  

Sustain us in our desire to discern and accomplish the will of God. Obtain for us a tender heart filled with compassion for the distress and sufferings of others, especially the most helpless in this world.  

Accompany us in our service towards humankind and intercede for us before the Son of God so that in our work, our families, our neighborhoods, our parishes and our communities, we become impassioned by his Gospel of love. Amen

Closing Song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of (Arch)Diocesan Council Officers

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:
Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.

All:

And strength us by Your Love.

President:
As we gather together to install our new officers, let us pray the words from the first Chapter of our Rule, asking for the grace to live them faithfully and with integrity:

(Alternate sides)

· We are called to live our Vincentian Vocation which is

to follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating love. We show our commitment through person-to-person contact. As Vincentians we serve in hope. (Rule 1.2)

· We are called to give any form of personal help because

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society.”  It includes any form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation and promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their dimensions. (Rule 1.3)

· We are called to serve anyone in need because the Society serves those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender, or political opinions. (Rule 1.4)

· We are called to seek out the poor because as Vincentians  we strive to seek out and find those in need and the forgotten, the victims of exclusion or adversity. (Rule 1.5)

(Together)

· We are called to always adapt to a changing world. Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.  We seek to be ever aware of the changes that occur in human society and the new types of poverty that may be identified or anticipated.  We give priority to the poorest of the poor and to those who are most rejected by society. (Rule 1.6)   Amen

President:
First, let us thank our outgoing Officers:_   (Name )    , Vice-President; _____(Name)____, Secretary; and _____(Name)____, Treasurer for their generosity in fulfilling their duties and their faithful years of service in our (Arch)Diocesan Council.


I would like to invite the following people of faith, who have been 

chosen by their brother and sister Vincentians for leadership in the 
______(Name)___ (Arch)Diocesan Council, to come forward:




______(Name)____, Vice- President




______(Name)____, Secretary




______(Name)____, Treasurer

President:
As a servant leader, do you ______(Name)____, as Vice- President,  firmly resolve to perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s temporary absence, to accept all other duties as the President or Council may assign, and to attend the Council meetings?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

President:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Secretary, promise to attend the (Arch)Diocesan Council meetings ensuring that all records, formal documents, meeting attendance are kept; that the annual report records are maintained, that all votes are recorded, minutes kept of all proceedings, and to give notice of all meetings of the (Arch)Diocesan Council. 

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

Leader:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Treasurer, promise to be responsible for the Arch(Diocesan) Council funds, securities, maintenance of full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in official records belonging to the Council, the deposit of all monies and other valuable effects, to attend meetings of the Council informing members of the Council’s financial position by submitting a written statement at every meeting, to prepare a budget for the Council that is approved annually, and to assure the disbursement of funds as may be ordered by the Council.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

               (Previous Officer hands the SVDP Vigil candle/ Medal  to the new Officer)

President:
May the Holy Spirit enlighten you as you carry out your responsibilities. Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us now ask for God’s blessing on our new officers as we say,

All:

Hail Mary, full of grace…

President:
Let us now extend our hand in blessing over our new (Arch) Diocesan Council Officers, as we pray together:

All:
In the spirit of Jesus, as a servant leader, and in the name of our Patron, St. Vincent de Paul and our Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we commission you as the Officers of the ____(Name)___ (Arch)Diocesan Council.

We ask for the grace that together we may:

· grow in Vincentian spirituality,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

New Officers: 

St. Vincent de Paul, apostle of the charity of Christ, give us the grace of loving God through the work of our hands and the sweat of our brow.  Help us to abandon ourselves to God’s Providence, and to faithfully discover God’s action in all the events of our lives.  

Sustain us in our desire to discern and accomplish the will of God. Obtain for us a tender heart filled with compassion for the distress and sufferings of others, especially the most helpless in this world.  

Accompany us in our service towards humankind and intercede for us before the Son of God so that in our work, our families, our neighborhoods, our parishes and our communities, we become impassioned by his Gospel of love. Amen

Closing Song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)



COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

            Installation of Regional Officers

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:
Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.

All:

And strength us by Your Love.

President:
As we gather together to install our new officers, let us pray the words from the first Chapter of our Rule, asking for the grace to live them faithfully and with integrity:

(Alternate sides)

· We are called to live our Vincentian Vocation which is

to follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His compassionate and liberating love. We show our commitment through person-to-person contact. As Vincentians we serve in hope. (Rule 1.2)

· We are called to give any form of personal help because

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society.”  It includes any form of help that alleviates suffering or deprivation and promotes human dignity and personal integrity in all their dimensions. (Rule 1.3)

· We are called to serve anyone in need because the Society serves those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender, or political opinions. (Rule 1.4)

· We are called to seek out the poor because as Vincentians  we strive to seek out and find those in need and the forgotten, the victims of exclusion or adversity. (Rule 1.5)

(Together)

· We are called to always adapt to a changing world. Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.  We seek to be ever aware of the changes that occur in human society and the new types of poverty that may be identified or anticipated.  We give priority to the poorest of the poor and to those who are most rejected by society. (Rule 1.6)   Amen

President:
First, let us thank our outgoing Officers:_   (Name )    , Vice-President; _____(Name)____, Secretary; and _____(Name)____, Treasurer for their generosity in fulfilling their duties and their faithful years of service in our Region.


I would like to invite the following people of faith, who have been 

chosen by their brother and sister Vincentians for leadership in the 
______(Name)_____ Region, to come forward:




______(Name)____, Vice- President




______(Name)____, Secretary




______(Name)____, Treasurer

President:
As a servant leader, do you ______(Name)____, as Vice-President,  firmly resolve to perform the duties of the Regional Chair in the event of the Chair’s temporary absence, to accept all other duties as the Regional Chair may assign, and to attend the Regional meetings?

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

President:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Secretary, promise to attend the Regional meetings ensuring that all records, formal documents, meeting attendance are kept; that the annual report records are maintained, that all votes are recorded, minutes kept of all proceedings, and to give notice of all meetings of the Region. 

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

Leader:
As a servant leader, do you______(Name)____, as Treasurer, promise to be responsible for the Regional funds, securities, maintenance of full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in official records belonging to the Region, the deposit of all monies and other valuable effects, to attend meetings of the Region informing members of the Region’s financial position by submitting a written statement at every meeting, to prepare a budget for the Region that is approved annually, and to assure the disbursement of funds as may be ordered by the Region.

All:
I do, and I ask for the grace to serve in the spirit of our mission and values.

(Previous Officer hands the SVDP Vigil candle to the new Officer)

President:
May the Holy Spirit enlighten you as you carry out your responsibilities. Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us now ask for God’s blessing on our new officers as we say,

All:

Hail Mary, full of grace…

President:
Let us now extend our hand in blessing over our new Council Officers, as we pray together:

All:
In the spirit of Jesus, as a servant leader, and in the name of our Patron, St. Vincent de Paul and our Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we commission you as the Officers of the ____(Name)___ Region.

We ask for the grace that together we may:

· grow in Vincentian spirituality,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    

We promise our prayers and our support.  Amen

New Officers: 

St. Vincent de Paul, apostle of the charity of Christ, give us the grace of loving God through the work of our hands and the sweat of our brow.  Help us to abandon ourselves to God’s Providence, and to faithfully discover God’s action in all the events of our lives.  

Sustain us in our desire to discern and accomplish the will of God. Obtain for us a tender heart filled with compassion for the distress and sufferings of others, especially the most helpless in this world.  

Accompany us in our service towards humankind and intercede for us before the Son of God so that in our work, our families, our neighborhoods, our parishes and our communities, we become impassioned by his Gospel of love. Amen

Closing Song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of a New Member

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:

As the people of God, we are called to a profound love of God and love of our neighbor.  Gathered here in God’s name, we testify to our common desire to be faithful in assisting one another to carry out this commandment.

Today, with joy and gratitude we join together to welcome and commission our new member.  After prayer, formation and discernment, ___(Name)_______has been proposed for membership into the ____(Name)______Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Our Conference has reached a prayerful decision to invite ___Name)___ to share our mission in the service of those who are poor.  

As a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, you will witness to your love for God and your concern for God’s poor. We now ask you to commit yourself to the mission that God, in His Providence has given to you.

I ask you:

Will you strive to affirm the dignity of each person by compassionate service to all those who are poor and suffering

New Member:

Yes, I will.

President:
Will you strive to grow in holiness?

New Member:

Yes, I will.

President:
Will you strive to attend meetings and to grow in friendship?

New Member:

Yes, I will.

President:
Will you strive to always promote the Mission and Values of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

New Member:

Yes, I will.

President:
In accepting the call to serve those who are suffering as a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, do you promise to fulfill the obligations of that ministry to best of your ability?

New Member:
With God’s help and with the help of those with whom I serve,  I do promise to fulfill these obligations to the best of my ability.

President:
I do believe and trust that you will use your God-given gifts for the good of all who are touched by the healing mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.


And now I ask all of us here present:  Will you support our new member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul by your loyalty, your support and your prayers?

All:
We promise to support and pray for ___(Name)___  as we together carry out the mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  We ask God to bless your ministry with vision, strength and peace.

President:
I ask all of us now to extend our hands in blessing as we commission him/her as a member of the Society by praying together:

Father, you have called ___(Name)___ to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and comfort the afflicted
in the spirit St. Vincent de Paul, Blessed Frederic Ozanam and Sister Rosalie Rendu, as a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 

We pray your blessing on ___(Name)___, and on each one of 

us so that together we may:

· grow in holiness,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    Amen

President:
It is an honor to welcome you as a member of our Conference, and I now present to you the pin of the Society of  St.Vincent de Paul.

   (Symbol: A SVDP pin is to be given to the new member)
Closing Song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of an Executive Director

Spiritual Advisor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen

Spiritual Advisor:
Spirit of the living God,

All:


Come and breathe your life anew.

Spiritual Advisor:
Passionate fire of God’s love,

All:

Ignite the talents and gifts of everyone present here, and




enkindle our hearts with the fire of your love.

Spiritual Advisor:
Our Rule calls us to have reverence for the poor by stating:

“Vincentians serve the poor cheerfully, listening to them and respecting their wishes, helping them to feel and recover their own dignity, for we are all created in God’s image.  In the poor, they see the suffering Christ.” (1.8)

Indeed, the vision of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was: 

“To establish a network of charity and social justice

   to circle the world.”


And so let us pray together the Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 


All:

As Vincentians we are:




A network of friends,







inspired by Gospel values,







growing in holiness








and building a more just world






through personal relationships with





and service to people in need.

President:    
As the people of God, we are called to a profound love of God and love of our neighbor.  Gathered here in God’s name, we testify to our common desire to be faithful in assisting one another to carry out this commandment.

We gather together today to pray for and to commission    __(Name)__, as the Executive Director of      (Name)     .

___(Name)__, you have witnessed to your love for God and your concern for God’s poor. We ask you to recommit yourself to the mission that God in His Providence now gives to you.

I ask you:

Will you strive to affirm the dignity of each person to whom and with whom you minister?

Executive Director:
Yes, I will.

President:
Will you strive to give compassionate service to those in need and inspire all those under your supervision to do the same?

Executive Director:
Yes, I will.

President:
Will you strive to promote the Mission and Values of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul throughout the organization?

Executive Director:
Yes, I will.

President:
In accepting the call to the ministry of being the  

Executive Director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in ____(Name)_____, do you promise to fulfill the obligations of that ministry to best of your ability?

Executive Director:
With God’s help and with the help of those with whom I  will serve, I do promise to fulfill these obligations to the best of my ability.

President:
___(Name)_____, we do believe and trust that you will use your God-given gifts for the good of all who are touched by the healing mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

President:

And now I ask all of us here present:


Will you support ____(Name)_____ in his/her  ministry by your loyalty, your cooperation, and your prayers?

All:
We promise to support and pray for ___Name)___ so that together we can carry the mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  We ask God to bless him/her and all of us, with vision, strength and peace in our privileged ministry.

President:
I ask all of us now to extend our hands in blessing as we commission ___(Name)___, praying together:

All:

May the God of strength be with you



holding you in strong-fingered hands,



and may you be the sacrament of this strength



to those whose hands you serve.



May the blessings of St. Vincent be with you.



May the God of peace be with you



stilling your heart when it hammers with



fear and doubt and confusion,



and may your peace cover those who are



troubled and anxious.


May the blessings of Blessed Frederic and Sr. Rosalie 

be with you. 
Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)


COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Installation of a Spiritual Director

Opening Song:
(Begin with an appropriate song)

President:

Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives.

All:


And strengthen us by Your love.

President:
As we gather together to commission _____(Name)______ as the Spiritual Director for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, let us pray the words of the Rule(2.2) which calls us to journey together towards holiness:

(All: Alternate sides)

· Vincentians are called to journey together towards holiness, because true holiness is perfect union with Christ and the perfection of love, which is central to their vocation and the source of its fruitfulness.  

· Vincentians aspire to burn with the love of God as revealed by Christ and to deepen their own faith and fidelity.  

· Vincentians are aware of their own brokenness and need for God’s grace.  They seek His glory, not their own.  Their ideal is to help relieve suffering for love alone, without thinking of any reward or advantage for themselves.

· Vincentians draw nearer to Christ, by serving Him in the poor and one another.  They grow more perfect in love by expressing compassionate and tender love to the poor and one another.

(The President hands the Manual and Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to the new Spiritual Director)

President: 

Receive this Manual and Rule of the Society as the sign of your 

leadership and responsibility.  May the Holy Spirit grant you a receptive mind and a loving heart so that you will to come to know the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam.

Since the beginning of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a Spiritual Advisor has been appointed to help foster the spiritual life of the members under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in conformity with the Rule of the Society.

And so I now ask you:

Do you      (Name )   , promise to carry out your duties with diligence and creativity, promoting the work of the Society

by giving inspiration and challenge for the adoption of works in keeping with changing times and needs?

Spiritual Advisor:
I do, and I pray for the strength and wisdom to faithfully serve the members and those they visit.

President:
Do you promise to be a spiritual animator, developing the Vincentian spiritual life of the members so that they may better understand the meaning of charity and its practical application toward those in need?

Spiritual Advisor:
I do, and I pray that we will be of one mind and one heart, so that we all will be a sign of the presence and love of Christ in our community.

President:
Do you promise to help all members reach a deeper faith awareness of their participation in the mystery of the Church and their vocation as Christians and Vincentians to serve and minister to others as well as to each other?

Spiritual Advisor:
I do, and I pray that we will be filled with the grace to identify with the poor and needy, and to foster friendship with each other and those we serve. 

President:
Do you promise to adhere loyally to the spirit of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, attend meetings, provide scriptural and Vincentian readings and prayers, participate in the discussions and provide guidance on spiritual matters?

Spiritual Director:
I do, and I pray that I will be generous with my time, my possessions and myself in this mission of charity.

Leader:
      (Name)      , you have generously accepted an important responsibility as a Spiritual Director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  I now ask all of us here present to share in that responsibility by our prayers and support.  For this let us seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patroness of our Society, as we say together:

All:

Hail Mary…

Leader:


Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning

Let us now raise our hands in blessing as we pray together:

In the spirit of Jesus, as a servant leader, and in the name of our Patron, St. Vincent de Paul and our Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we commission you___(Name)____ as the Spirtual Advisor of the ____(Name)___ .

We ask for the grace that with your wisdom and leadership, we may together:

· grow in holiness,

· deepen our spirit of friendship with each other, and  

· serve the poor in charity and justice,  love and compassion.    

 Amen

Closing Song: (End with an appropriate song)
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