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SVdP Youth Volunteers Make a Difference

SVdP has founded a new Youth Conference at St. Joan of Arc Church in
San Ramon, known as the Vincentians of the Arc (VOTA).

These student volunteers, ranging from 8th graders to sophomores
in high school are helping those in need. They assist with the free
hot shower program at the SVAP Family Resource Center, feed
the hungry at food distributions, and are educating people at
health fairs. VOTA members have also attended a Youth Training
Conference in Rhode Island, to gain skills in supporting those in
need.

“We’re a group of students who want to help,” VOTA President Tyler
Fung said. “Helping those living on the streets in SF made me want to
help people in need in my own community.”

The members of VOTA help those in need
at the SVAP Family Resource Center.

At the Shower Program, a partnership between SVAP, The Bay Church, New Destiny Church, and the City of
Pittsburg, the student volunteers helped over 40 people receive hot showers and clean clothing. The students assisted
guests find suitable clothing and kept the showers clean.

Nick lives on the street in Pittsburg, said he was grateful. “There’s no way to express how thankful I am,” Nick said.
“People coming here are trying to better themselves. No one takes a shower to lay in the dirt.”

The efforts of VOTA show the positive impact that youth can have on their community. Their dedication to helping
those in need reflects the core values of SVAP and inspires others to get involved.
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We Need Your Help!

In honor of our 60th anniversary,
we're launching the SVdP 60th

Anniversary Fund to raise
$60,000 for those in need.

You can feed, clothe, shelter, and

heal your community!

Executive Director’s Corner

Recently, I had the pleasure of gathering with more
than 200 fellow Vincentians from Contra Costa to
celebrate our 60 years of service and friendship with
our neighbors in need. Then, attending the SVdP
National Assembly with more than 825 Vincentians
solidified this sense we are One Society, all working
toward the mission of seeing the face of Christ in our
neighbors and, if we serve our Vincentian mission to
its fullest, being the face of Christ to our neighbors.

The three pillars of our Vincentian vocation -
spirituality, friendship, and service - are the core of
what we are called to do. Every day I get to see and
talk to our neighbors in need at our Family Resource
Center in Pittsburg. They come to SVdP knowing that
we can provide them a little bit of help, a snack bag,
some toiletries, and most importantly, a human
encounter — a smile, a friendly “Hello”. Sometimes
we get to hear their story and find out that we may be
able to offer them some additional resources that may
help lift them up to a better situation.

—

60 Years of Service

This is the work that Vincentians have been doing
since the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was started in
1833 in Paris, France. Throughout the 179 years that
we have been in the US, and 60 years in Contra Costa
County, our neighbors know that we are here to help
them navigate the challenges that poverty brings —
that we are here to walk that journey with them and
help them with a hand UP, not a handout. If finding
that spirit of friendship and caring is something that
would help make your life richer, why don’t you
consider joining the Vincentians of Contra Costa? As
a Vincentian volunteer myself, I have found it the
most fulfilling and rewarding experience of my life.
Call or email me and I’ll share how your help will
make a difference.

Blessings,

Claudia L. Ramirez
Executive Director




SVAP Helps Mom Go From Homelessness to Stability Medical Provider Sets Example by Caring for Uninsured

Michelle is safe and living with her daughter. Michelle, who suffers As a Doctor Nurse Practitioner and a dedicated Rotarian of 30 years, Paul Kiruuta,
from multiple sclerosis, studies for IT classes and her daughter D.N.P, exemplifies commitment to caring for those in need. Volunteering at the
plays with PAW Patrol toys. But it wasn’t always this way. RotaCare Pittsburg Free Medical Clinic at St. Vincent de Paul allows him to give

back to his community, continue his father’s legacy and inspire his sons.
Michelle was homeless, in the throes of addiction, but she
says the support she received from St. Vincent de Paul of “I'm from Uganda. My father was a doctor,” Paul said. “My home was full of
Contra Costa County helped her turn her life around. For people in need. I want to help people just like my father.”
Michelle, SVdP is the lifeline that kept her family together.

Paul said working in Uganda differed from practicing in America. “In

“I was homeless on the streets of Rodeo,” Michelle said. “The Uganda, we often had to scavenge for supplies and be creative with
volunteers at SVdP gave me the motivation to change.” limited resources, especially when treating HIV patients,” he explained.

“Here in America, medical resources are more readily available, many
Michelle lived on the streets for 8 years. During that time, she people are unaware that help exists.”
dealt with tragedy, and the loss of children. She said her addiction
made her lose the trust of friends and family and left her alone. She “In Uganda, we relied on volunteers,” Paul said. “In America, the biggest
said, “I panhandled, I was an addict. I slept rough. It was dangerous.” Michelle and her daughter with SVdP Vincentian hurdle is raising awareness that help is available for those who can’t pay.”

Cindi Erickson

Michelle said she was an intravenous meth user, and her addiction controlled her life. She said. “I’m blessed I found the Paul said volunteering is crucial to him, to repay the kindness extended to his
volunteers at SVdP . They never gave up on me. With love, hope, and a little faith, they helped me change my life.” family. “There are volunteers in Uganda helping my family,” Paul said. “The least I

can do is volunteer. My sons are Boy Scouts, and live by the motto of doing a good
SVdP was a necessary lifeline for her. The distributions by the SVdP team at St. Patrick’s church helped her feel seen and deed every day. I hope they see that I strive to live by that same principle.” Paul, a Doctor Nurse Practioner,
loved. “I’m blessed, not everyone can meet a group of strangers that love and care about them like I found in SVdP,” volunteers his time helping others at the
Michelle said. “They’re my friends and their support helped me go from having no hope to providing for my child.” free medical clinic.

Volunteers Recognized for Outsanding Service Ukrainian Refug ' ity 1 SA with Your Support

During St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa
County’s 60th Anniversary Celebration, some of
SVdP’s most dedicated and compassionate
volunteers were recognized for their outstanding
service. Receiving the “Top Hat,” award, these
volunteer Vincentians exemplify all it means to
care for your friends and neighbors in need.

In 2014, Russia invaded Ukraine, and again in February 2022. The war displaced families like Gala's, who came to
America with her husband and young son.

"Our home was invaded in 2014, and since then we’ve been moving," Gala said. "My son just turned 11, and all his life
he’s been moving, he’s never had a home because of this war. We lived with my husband’s parents after the 2014
invasion. When Russia invaded again, we fled for our lives. It is unbelievable how willing people are to help strangers."

L4 Th lunt frul ¢ the heart of Europe couldn't offer shelter or security. Her family could not work in European countries if they did not speak the
ese volunteers truly represent the heart o language. Gala said she felt blessed to come to America. "It was as if God opened the gate to safety for us. In Ukraine,
SVdP. Here at SVdP, we feel deeply honored to . . o ;
you were always a target. It is a relief to not live like that anymore. I’'m so thankful my

work with such incredible and caring people. . . o
_ _ S _ family can be part of such an amazing community.
The Vincentians honored alongside Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J.

Bill Hurley, Frank & Monica Wnuk, Stan Bochenek, Ron Costanzo, Carol Brazil, Bill Lujan, and Kathy Dasso (not
pictured) were honored with the coveted Top Hat award, and at a Mass celebrated by Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J. Each
was recognized for their special contribution to SVdP during their many years of service to people and families in need.

Locals helped them adjust to life in the U.S. "Everything was so new to us," Gala said.
"Some neighbors told us to ask volunteers at their church for help, leading us to SVdP
at St. Isidore. They helped us with food, clothing, with finding a car - I can’t say

h about h h th rt helped us find our feet."
Bill Hurley was recongized for his contribution to designing the volunteer reporting programs that SVdP conferences still S S SRS R SR

use. Frank & Monica Wnuk received a Top Hat for their amazing recruitment drives, which have doubled the volunteers
at their Conference in San Ramon. Stan Bochenek has been a mentor not only at his SVdP Conference in Danville, but to
hundreds of volunteers. Ron Costanzo, former Board President, was recognized for his tireless volunteerism and for
desinging and coordinating SVdP’s Workforce Development Program. Carol Brazil & Bill Lujan received a Top Hat in
recognition for their amazing work teaching volunteers about the home visit - the cornerstone of all of SVdP’s work.
Kathy Dasso was recognized for her amazing work helping her conference provide care for over 300 families annually.

"It’s hard to be away from your home country," she said. “The people at SVdP have
treated us like family, volunteers even bought my son tickets to Disneyland for
Christmas. It’s the one thing my son wants to do since coming to California. We want
to be good, productive Americans, we work and we are paying taxes. Everyone has
been so kind and we want to repay that with everything we have.”

Gala & her family are now
Thank you to our Top Hat recipients and all of our dedicated Vincentian volunteers! safe in the United States.





